	

	



The Food Stamp Program 

Introduction
The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, is the legal base under which Texas administers the Food Stamp Program. The Act is implemented by Code of Federal Regulations. The purpose of the program is to permit low income households to purchase a nutritionally adequate diet through normal channels of trade.

The federal government provides 50 percent of the state's cost in administering the program, 50 percent of the state's costs for Food Stamp Program investigations and prosecutions, and the total cost of food stamp benefits issued to participating households.

Federal regulations require the state to maintain a Quality Control program. This program reviews a statistical sample of cases to determine the validity of denials, certifications, and basis of issuance to households. Management evaluation reviews of all procedural aspects of program administration are conducted.

Eligibility
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) establishes all eligibility and certification policy. Amendments to food stamp policy fall under the requirements of the Administrative Procedures and Texas Register Acts. The following eligibility criteria must be explored.

· Residence 

· Citizenship 

· Employment Services 

· Work Requirement (for individuals age 18-50) 

· Resources 

· Income 

· Social Security Numbers 

Residence
Applicants must reside in Texas.

Citizenship
Applicants must be one of the following:

· a U.S. Citizen, 

· a Non-citizen who meets the definition as a qualifying immigrant and meets the alien eligibility requirements outlined below: 

· A refugee admitted under Section 207 of INA, 

· A victim of severe trafficking admitted under Section 101(a)(15)(T) of INA, 

· An asylee admitted under Section 208 of INA, 

· An alien whose deportation is being withheld under Section 243(h) or 241(b)(3) of INA, 

· An Amerasian, 

· A Cuban/Haitian entrant admitted under Section 212(d)(5), 
NOTE: The category of aliens listed above meet the alien eligibility requirement 

· for 7 years from their date of entry into the U.S., 

· if the alien is under age 18 (regardless of the date he entered the U.S.), 

· if the alien meets the definition of disabled (regardless of the date he entered the U.S.), 

· if the aliens has resided in the U.S. for five years as a qualifying immigrant, or 

· if the alien was age 65 or older on August 22, 1996. 

· A parolee admitted under Section 212(d)(5) of INA, 

· A conditional entrant admitted under Section 203(a)(7) of INA,
NOTE: The category of aliens listed above meets the alien eligibility requirement if the alien 

· lawfully resided as a qualifying immigrant in the U.S. for five years, 

· meets the definition of disabled (regardless of the date he entered the U.S.), 

· is currently under age 18 (regardless of the date he entered the U.S.), 

· is the spouse, unmarried surviving spouse, or minor unmarried dependent child of an honorably discharged veteran or active duty military personnel. 

· An alien legally admitted for permanent residence who: 

· has resided in the U.S. as a qualifying immigrant for five years, 

· meets the definition of disabled (regardless of the date he entered the U.S.), 

· is under age 18 (regardless of the age he entered the U.S.), 

· in the U.S. and was age 65 on or before August 22, 1996, 

· can claim 40 "qualifying quarters of Social Security earnings", 

· is an honorably discharged veteran, 

· is active duty military personnel, or 

· is the spouse, unremarried surviving spouse, or minor unmarried dependent child of an honorably discharged veteran or active duty military personnel 

· An alien who is a battered woman or child is eligible if they are the spouse or minor unmarried dependent of a veteran or active duty military personnel, filed a petition with BCIS, and no longer live with the abuser, 

· A Native American born in Canada or Mexico who is entitled by treaty to reside in the U.S., 

· A Hmong or Highland Laotian tribe member, when the tribe assisted the U.S. armed forces during the Vietnam War, or their spouses, unmarried dependent children, and unremarried surviving spouse. 

Employment Services 
All unemployed able-bodied persons age 16 through 59 must register for employment services before initial certification and participate after certification. A person is exempt from registration for employment services if the person is: 

· under age 16 or age 60 and older, 

· a regular participant or outpatient in a drug addiction or alcoholic treatment program, 

· responsible for the care of a dependent child under age 6 or a person with a disability, 

· physically or mentally unfit for employment, 

· a student enrolled in school, including an institution of higher education, or a person participating in a training program. (Note: some students must meet special student eligibility criteria), 

· already registered for employment services under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, 

· receiving unemployment compensation benefits or has applied for benefits, 

· three to nine months pregnant, or 

· employed or self-employed. 

Work Requirement
An individual age 18 through age 50 who is not working or participating in a specified work program, an average of 20 hours per week, is limited to an initial three months of eligibility in a 36 month period unless he is exempt for one of the following reasons:

· exempt from employment services requirements, 

· physically or mentally unfit to work 20 hours per week, 

· member of a food stamp household that includes a child, living in the home, who is under age 18, 

· pregnant, 

· lives in a county with an unemployment rate over 10 percent, 

· lives in an Able Bodied Adult without Dependents (ABAWD) exemption county, or 

· lives in a county in which Food Stamp Employment and Training Services are not available. 

An individual who lost eligibility due to this policy may regain eligibility by becoming exempt from or meeting the work requirement. If an individual regains eligibility by meeting the work requirement and subsequently stops meeting the work requirement, the individual can qualify for one additional three consecutive months period of food stamp benefits, if he is otherwise eligible. 

Resources
HHSC excludes resources of households in which everyone receives TANF cash assistance, TANF-non cash services or SSI. HHSC determines if a household is authorized to receive TANF Non-Cash (TANF-NC) Services using the criteria below: 

· the household must have $5,000 or less in countable liquid resources combined with excess vehicle value. 

· exempt up to $15,000 of the fair market value (FMV) for the highest valued countable vehicle. Count the excess over $15,000 FMV toward the combined resource limit. 

· exempt up to $4,650 FMV for all other countable vehicles. Count the excess over $4,650 FMV toward the combined resource limit. 

Households authorized to receive TANF-NC must also have gross income less than or equal to 165% FPIL for its size in order to be categorically eligible for food stamps. Once the household meets both the initial resource and income test, their remaining resources are exempt and they are exempt from the gross/net income limits. 

If the household fails to meet either the resource or income criteria, then the household is not eligible for food stamps. 

Transfer of resources by households for the purpose of qualifying for the program is prohibited.

Income
All households, except for those containing at least one member who is age 60 or older or has a disability must meet a gross income test in order to be eligible for food stamps. A household's gross monthly income, minus allowable income exclusions, cannot exceed the gross income limit for that size household to be eligible for the program. If the household's total gross income exceeds its gross income limit, the household is ineligible. 

In addition, all households must pass a net income test. The household is ineligible if its net income (gross income minus allowable deductions for household expenses) is more than the net income limit for that size household.

Categorically eligible households in which all members are approved for TANF or SSI are not subject to the resource or gross/net income limits. Households that meet the TANF-NC resource criteria and have gross income less than 165% FPIL for its’ size are also considered categorically eligible. These households are not subject to the gross or net income limits.

There are special budgeting provisions for destitute farm workers because their income is so sporadic.

The maximum gross income limits, adjusted annually to reflect current poverty guidelines, are based on the number of persons in the household as follows:

	Household Size 
	Gross Monthly Income Limit 
	Net Monthly Income

	1
	$ 1,062
	$  817

	2
	$ 1,430
	$ 1,100

	3
	$ 1,799
	$ 1,384

	4
	$ 2,167
	$ 1,667

	5
	$ 2,535
	$ 1,950

	6
	$ 2,904
	$ 2,234

	7
	$ 3,272 
	$ 2,517

	8
	$ 3,640
	$ 2,800

	9
	$ 4,009
	$ 3,084

	10
	$ 4,378
	$ 3,368

	Each Additional Member
	+ 369 
	+  284


Effective Oct. 1,  2006 to Sept. 30,  2007.
Social Security Numbers
A household participating or applying for participation in the food stamp program must provide a Social Security Number, or apply for one, for each household member who does not have one.

Applicants who are not eligible because of immigration status (see "Citizenship") do not have to provide a Social Security number or apply for one.

Basis of Issuance
The maximum monthly food stamp allotment depends on the number of persons in the household as follows:

	Household Size 
	Allotment 

	1
	$ 155

	2
	$ 284

	3
	$ 408

	4
	$ 518

	5
	$ 615

	6
	$ 738

	7
	$ 816

	8
	$ 932

	9
	$ 1,049

	10
	$ 1,166

	Each Additional Member
	+ 117


Effective Oct. 1, 2006 to Sept. 30, 2007.
The amount of food stamp benefits the household receives is determined by household size and the amount of the income available after all allowable deductions are made from their gross income.

Categorically eligible one- and two-parent households are eligible for a minimum $10 allotment.

By law, the monthly food stamp allotments are revised annually effective October 1, to reflect changes in the cost of food. The amount of benefits for the first month of certification is based on the date of application. Benefits of less than $10 are not issued for the month of application. 

Computation of Sample Food Stamp Household
The household consists of a husband, wife, and their two children (a family size of four). The husband receives Veterans Administration (VA) benefits of $200 per month. The wife is employed and earns $250 per week before deductions. She pays $100 per month for child care.

	Income

	VA benefits
	$200

	Wife's earnings (converted to monthly $250 X 4.33)
	$1,082.50

	Total Household Income
	$1,282.50


The household passes the Gross Income Test ($ 2,167 for a family of four).
	Monthly Deductions:

	20% of Gross Earned Income
	$216.50

	Standard Deduction
	 139

	Dependent Care Cost (Necessary for wife's employment, with maximum allowable deduction = $200 per child under 2 or $175 per child for all others)
	100

	Total Deductions (Except Shelter)
	$ 455.50

	Adjusted Gross Income (Income minus deductions)
	$ 827


	Monthly Shelter Costs: 
	 

	House Payments
	$350

	Electricity
	 150

	Water
	 60

	Gas for Heating/Cooking
	 50

	Standard Allowance for Telephone
	21

	Total Shelter Costs
	$ 631


	Excess Shelter Cost Computation:

	Total Shelter Costs
	$631

	Less 50% Adjusted Gross Income
	-$ 413.50

	Excess Shelter (Maximum excess shelter of $ 417)
	$ 217.50

	     Adjusted Gross Income
	$ 827

	     Less Excess Shelter
	- 217.50

	Net Income (Rounded to the Nearest Dollar)
	$ 609.50


This household's rounded net food stamp income of $ 610 passes the net test ($ 1,667) and qualifies them to receive $ 335 per month worth of food stamp benefits, if otherwise eligible. 
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